











This month's cover photograph was taken by Ernie Thomson.

(This article also by Ernie.)

1809, First flight of world's first modern configuration
aeroplane with ballast by Sir George Cayley at Brompton Hall,
Yiorkishizrie:

This Month's cover picture is a replica of Sir George Cayley's
flying machine which has been commisioned by Anglia Television
and built by Southern Aero Services.

The idea behind this exercise was to see if this machine would
really fly, and to do this in the bicentenary of Sir George's
bieth. (17735~ 1857

The machine was being given one of its flight tests at Lasham
on the 17th September in front of television cameras. It was
flown by gliding maestro Derek Piggot. Launching was by towing
by Volvo estate car,

As you can see this was a reasonably successful flight but
landings were a bit rough owing to lack of elevator control.
Derek describes the rear controller as his 'influencer' One
flight went up to 50' but I am assured this was a mistake as

the landing gear is rather rudimentary.

A programme about Sir George Cayley is being made and it
will be shown sometime in December., It is not known yet

if Grampiar #will be taking this film,

Unfortunately when the machine was being towed back to the
club house a gust of wind keeled it over and the main spar

was broken piercing the saill wing.
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